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Notes from Bob

BY BOB HUDSON

I spent Tuesday, 3 May, doing the
“go away winds” dance (not a
pretty sight). It must have worked
for a while, because on the 6th the
winds were gone, along with any
cloud markers, but we were able to
get six cross country (OLC) flights
airborne. At a quarter to five, five of
the gliders were still out. Me, | was
trapped in the office waiting for the
FAA to arrive and start flying our
proposed GPS approaches, as the
last item before Moriarty has its
very own instrument procedures.

(By the way, | looked at the results
of that day's flights. Billy Hill flew
755 kilometers, Dan Mockler 753
kilometers, and Gary Rubus 746

kilometers. Way to go, birdmen!)

Even though he’s not a member of
the club, Moriarty has a new CFI in
Steve Sickle. If you don’t know
Steve, he's the fellow who arrived
here two years ago and had never
been in a glider. He came out to
Sundance and began helping out a
little bit here and there. He then
made an agreement with Rick to do
odd jobs and run the line in
exchange for lessons and flying
time. Next thing you know, he was
a private pilot, then a commercial
pilot, and now an instructor. Good
on you, Steve!

By now you will have seen, or will
Very soon see, a notice about a new
event Connie has dreamt up for the

club and the airport. It is her
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attempt to bring us a little south-of-
the-border fun. After flying, we will
meet at Connie’s hangar for her
Fiesta de Mayo. As you can tell
from the title, the food featured will
be Mexican. There will be a taco
bar and other tasty treats. We'll
have beer, soda, and water. If you
want wine, bring your own, please.
The club will charge $15 for the
meal and drinks. | hope to see you

all there.

I am beginning to think that my cell
phone is busted as | have been
asking for volunteers to assist with
the upcoming OLC Camp (4-11
June). | asked at the annual meeting

and in Towlines articles, but no one
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has called me yet. Yep, it must be
the phone, as | know several of you
are looking forward to helping your
club out. If you can donate some
time and some muscle, then please
get with me.

Another reminder, did you know
that there are four gliders sitting in
the club hangar for club members’
use? Did you know it is spring and
the soaring is really shaping up?
Colleen presented a spreadsheet on
club glider usage at our last board
meeting, and it was kind of
pathetic. In 2015 the ASC Libelle
flew a total of 21 hours, and the
1-26 flew less than 10. Of our two-
seat gliders, which are often used
for instruction and BFRs, the Grob
flew 65 hours and the 2-33 flew less
than 20. Our club gliders are
definitely underutilized.

Come on guys and gals, it's time to
take to the air and (pardon the
cliché) spread your wings! We are
all owners of the club aircraft. The
pay to
maintain them whether or not they

club  must insure and

fly. So let’s get our money’s worth.

Let’s get out there and fly!

In an April 25, 2016, FAA
Memorandum entitled “Compliance
Guidance Letter 2016 — Interim
of

Towing,

Procedures  for Review
Restrictions on Banner
Powered Parachute, Gliders, Light
Parachute

Ultralights  at

Sport Aircraft,

Operations, and
Federally Obligated Airports,” |
found some interesting verbiage in

Section Il:

B. Light Sport Aircraft
“In 2004, the FAA approved a new
and aircraft

pilot certificate

category program to allow
individuals to join the aviation
community by reducing training
requirements that affect the overall
cost of learning to fly. The Sport
Pilot Certificate was created for
pilots flying

lightweight, simple

aircraft and  offers  limited
privileges. The category of aircraft
called the Light Sport Aircraft
(LSA)
Sea), Gyroplane, Airship, Balloon,
Weight-shift Control (Land/Sea),

Glider, and Powered Parachute.”

includes Airplane (Land/
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I'm confused. Are we now light sport
aircraft and get a light sport license?
Then there’s this:

D. Gliders

“Glider means a heavier-than-air
aircraft, that is supported in flight
by the dynamic reaction of the air
against its lifting surfaces and
whose free flight does not depend
principally on an engine (14 CFR
part 1.1).

A glider has the right-of-way over
an airship, powered parachute,
weight-shift-control aircraft,

airplane, or  rotorcraft in
accordance with 14 CFR part
91.113,

launched from an airport by a

and will typically be

towline attached to a towing
aircraft, or by ground-based winch
launcher. In most cases, the
Standard American Soaring Signals
are used to communicate between
the launch crew and tow plane. In
some cases, however, specific local
procedures may be in effect. The tow
pilot should be thoroughly briefed
local

on any specific
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procedures. The tow pilot may be
required to observe these signals
through the mirror or through an
additional signal relay person
positioned safely on the side of
the runway adjacent to the tow

1)

plane.’
Oh well, talk amongst yourselves
and then go flying, but as always,

fly safely!

~ El Prez
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Let’s Fly Our Club Gliders

BY CONNIE BUENAFE

Only two weeks into May, and it

has already turned into a
tremendous  X-country  soaring
season in New Mexico! Eight

Moriarty pilots have racked up
more than 7100 km between them
in only two days of soaring. On May
5, there were five flights of more
than 500 km and three of those were
in the 750 km range. Check out their

flights at http://
www.onlinecontest.org/olc-2.0/
gliding.

So why aren’t more of us out there
doing it? Many of you probably
think you can’t get out of range of
the airport because you don’t own
your own glider. That is the
advantage of being in a club--you
do own your own glider. In fact, you
own four! We have trailers for three
of them specifically so that club
members can fly them X- country.
The club also has flight recorders

available.

It’s true, the Grob, Libelle, and
1-26 don’t have nearly the glide
ratio of a Discus 2 or an ASW 27,
but the 1-26 can outclimb almost
anything in the air and you can put
it down in a field the size of a
postage stamp. And you’ll rack up a
ton of OLC points compared to
those higher-performance gliders.
When Moriarty hosted the 1-26
contest in August of 2013, there
were forty-nine 1-26 OLC flights
averaging 121 km and 224 points.
The longest flight was 259 km.

More recently, on May 8 of this
year, the longest flight in the nation
was in a 1-26. Daniel Sazhin took
Miffin County,

Pennsylvania and flew 1,032 km.

off from

Not too shabby. That same day,

Ron Scwartz took off from
Blairstown, New Jersey and flew
696 km.

In 2015, there were thirty-five OLC
flights from Moriarty in a STD
Libelle averaging 148 km and 179
points. The longest flight was 380

km.

Albuquerque Soaring Club, Inc. | | PO Box 11254 | | Albuquerque, NM 87192 | | (505) 281-9219; Bob Hudson, President
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The new scheduling software
makes it easy to ensure that the
glider will be available. Club
rules normally allow gliders to be
scheduled for up to ninety
minutes per club member, but
exceptions can be made for badge
and record attempts. And there
are lots of New Mexico records
that were set long ago and should
be easy to break. With prior board
approval, it is even possible to

take club aircraft to other airports

or to fly it in contests. In 2013,
Kristin Kerry flew 05H in the 1-

26 contest. Members can also fly
club gliders during the week,
although you may have to tow
with Sundance.

So, how do you cut the cord?
Practice, practice, practice.
Nothing builds confidence more
than currency and proficiency. If
you have any doubts about your
skills in a particular area, sit

down with an instructor or one

the many proficient X-country
pilots around. Take the Grob and
do a few dual X-country flights.
Talk to Pete Vredenburg if you're
interested in making a badge or
record attempt.

Those of you who attended the
Safety Down Day heard Billy
Hill’s excellent presentation on
preparing for X-country and the
possibility of landing out. For
those of you who missed it, here

are some of the salient points:

Albuquerque Soaring Club, Inc. | | PO Box 11254 | | Albuquerque, NM 87192 | | (505) 281-9219; Bob Hudson, President
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You should be current and proficient in the glider to be flown.

You should able to make precise, low energy spot landings.

You should be able to center and work weak lift.

You should have glide performance information available and be well versed in its use.

« Sectional map with concentric circles drawn around a safe land-out spot.

« A MaCready ring.

« The glide performance computer in the aircraft.

You should be able to read clouds to identify which portion of the cloud is working.

You must be flexible and able to modify flight plans in accordance with changing weather conditions.

« Staying within gliding distance of a safe land-out location.

« Estimating the speed and direction of winds aloft from cloud shadows or flight computer.

Avoid getting cut off by rain or gust fronts.

. You should be able to evaluate possible land-out spots from the air.

Recognizing obstacles such as power lines, trees, cattle fences, ditches, etc.

Judging appropriate length for approach and rollout.

. You should have a land-out plan.

Commit to landing out at a predetermined altitude AGL and stick to that plan.

Have a land-out kit (the club has one available) and communications (spot and cell-phone).
Verify that the appropriate trailer is in good condition and that you know how safely de-rig
and trailer the glider.

Have an appropriate tow vehicle available with a full tank of gas and the keys in it.

If you expect Ops personnel to retrieve you, let them know your plans before you take off.

image credits to:
Richard Thornton
Shutterstock



= Available

Up to 18 meter (60°) wingspan sailplane rental space
available in ‘carousel” hangar, north of FBO Sundance
Aviation.

$195/month; $170/month with one-year lease.

Easy ingress/egress; no ‘hangar rash’, no planes need to
be moved to fly yours; complete ‘single-person access’ to
your sailplane. Optimally close to take-off staging g\
area. Enclosed storage cabinet inside hangar, and 110 '-|.L
VAC outlet underneath your sailplane for battery 5
charging.

Contact ASC Member Ned Godshall at (505) 238-4286
or ned@ngodshall.com

A Note from the Editor
Towlines needs your help to grow!

You all read Towlines, but do you ever feel like writing for it?

There’snothing stopping you! Ifyou have astory, or any
information to share with your fellow club members, feel free to

send an email to Mary Baker at marykb@swcp.com. We’d love
to read about your flying adventures!
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" ASC Hosts UNM Air Force ROTC Cadets

BY CONNIE BUENAFE

Part of the Albuquerque Soaring
Club’s mission statement is to
promote soaring. In an effort to
introduce the sport to young
people, Bob Hudson and Connie
Buenafe invited cadets from the
Air Force ROTC Detachment
510 at UNM out to Moriarty for
a tour and an orientation flight in
the 2-33. As a
Saturday, April 23rd the ASC
hosted their

result, on
seven cadets,
Recruiting Flight and Education
Flight
Agent (Capt.) Andeelynn Doane,

Commander,  Special
her husband Casey, and her
daughter Hannah.

April 23rd was a windy day. The
south wind was forecast to
swing around to the west-

southwest, but it never
happened. It’s a long walk from

the ASC club hangar to the

midpoint of Runway 18-36,
especially trying to manhandle
the Schweitzer 2-33 in a 20 kt
wind. But the cadets had come
to fly, and the ASC Operations
team was up for the challenge.
Instructor StanRoeske,  Ops

personnel Mary Hawkins and
Don Kawal, and tow pilot Tim
gusty
conditions to get as many cadets

Hawkins braved the

as possible into the air before the
steadily increasing south wind
shut things down. Stan was to
take four cadets up in the 2-33.
Casey and Hannah were able to fly
with Connie Buenafe in her Duo
Discus. We hope that we will be
able to get the other three cadets a

flight in the near future.
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After the flying, Bob Hudson
coordinated getting the 2-33
safely back to the hangar. Then
the cadets convened at the
terminal building, where Bob
gave them a brief introduction to
the club and explained how
much time and money it takes to

learn to fly with us.

In spite of the wind, everyone
had a good time. We hope that at
least some of the cadets will be
interested enough to join the
club and learn to fly with us. The
club hopes to make this outreach
a regular event and extend it to
JROTC wunits in and around
Albuquerque.

The cadets who flew with us are:

1 Garrett Moore, Sophmore
Liberal Arts major

1 Jason McClung, Sophmore
Business major

1 Logan Jones, Junior
Exercise Science major

1 Kaleb Queen, Sophmore
Political Science major

T
T
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The other three are:

Sean  Summer, Freshman

History major

Rylan ~ Vega, = Sophmore

Criminology major

Thomas Hanlon, Freshman

Journalism major
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JUNE - AUGUST OPS SCHEDULE
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Date Ops 1 Ops 2 Tow Pilot

1 June 4 John Boyce Jim Cumiford Robert Mudd
June 5 Mary Hawkins Dan Mockler Tim Hawkins
June 11 Steve Merlan Morm Cairns Brad Funkhouser

2 June 12 | Mark Hawkins Colleen Koenig Mike Stogner

2 June 18 | JD Huss Gary Rubus Vern Raburn
June 18 | Charles Roten Jay Macherla Bill Hill

4 June 25 | Jeff Bloch David Harmony Tom Tichy
June 26 | Colleen Koenig Mark Hawkins Bill Hill

. July 2 John Boyce Mary Baker Robert Mudd
July 3 Dan Mockler Cliff Goldman Wern Raburn

8 July 9 Mary Hawkins Connie Buenafe Tim Hawkins
July 10 Jim Cumiford Carl Ekdahl Brad Funkhouser

2 July 16 JD Huss David Harmony Tom Tichy
July 17 Joe Martinez Steve Merlan Bill Hill

3 July 23 Gary Rubus Don Kawal Tom Tichy
July 24 Morm Cairns Walt Szadkowski Bill Hill

9 July 30 Jeff Bloch Jay Macherla Mike Stogner
July 31 Joe Martinez Cliff Goldman Brad Funkhouser

10 Aug B Connie Buenafe David Harmony Vern Raburn
Aug 7 Dan Mockler Walt Szadkowski Mike Stogner

11 Aug 13 Trentan Cammack Don Kawal Tom Tichy
Aug 14 Charles Roten Jeff Bloch Mike Stogner

12 Aug 20 JD Huss Mary Baker Brad Funkhouser
Aug 21 Mary Hawkins Joe Martinez Tim Hawkins

13 Aug 27 John Boyce Morm Cairns Robert Mudd
Aug 28 Carl Ekdahl Cliff Goldman Wern Raburn

It is your responsibility to find a replacement on days that you cannot perform Ops duty.

The Chief Ops Officer is Kimmine Hudson. Please contact her when there are ops trades so that the schedule can
reflect accurate information.



